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Welcome to 
Fifth Grade 
with 

Mrs. Watts

Dear Parents,
Welcome to fifth grade.  We need to work together at all times.  Please contact me by phone 308-279-1377, note, email – swatss@panesu.org or in person if you have any concerns regarding your child, or if you need additional information about classroom or school activities.
My motto is DO WHAT’S RIGHT.  I want to catch the children making good choices yet it is important that they feel free to make mistakes, for that is how we learn.

Classroom Rules
· Talk with permission only.
· Stay in your seat unless you have permission to do otherwise.

· Follow directions the first time they are given.

· Change tasks quickly and quietly.

· Treat others and their property with respect.

Any form of disrespect directed toward a teacher, fighting, biting and inappropriate bathroom behavior will result in immediate discipline referrals to Mrs. Turner. (Please see my discipline plan on another sheet.)

Tuesday Folders
On Tuesdays, your child will bring home a Bulldog Tuesday folder that will include the previous week’s graded work, and any letters/handouts from the school, PTA or me. Please sign the folder and any other item that needed your attention.  The Tuesday folder always goes home on Tuesday, or I will send a note of explanation. Please ask your student for the folder as all important communication will come home in it.  This Tuesday tradition soon becomes an important means of communication between school and home, so please give it your top priority status.
Class Assignments

Students will be receiving a daily planner from the office. Their assignments are to be recorded daily for all subjects. This enables the student to keep track of daily responsibilities, as well as long-term assignments. Due dates are assigned for ALL work, and students are expected to keep those dates. For projects, ample time is allowed for completion. It is my policy to hand out detailed, typed instructions, along with a calendar of dates covering every portion of every project. Everyone in the real world has deadlines, so this is an important area of responsibility for the student to master. 

It is hoped that students will complete all of their assigned work during class time. If an assignment is not finished, students are permitted to take the work home to complete it. (There are a few exceptions, such as tests.) When an assignment is completed at home, it is to be turned in to the correct teacher the next morning. If an assignment is not turned in, it is considered late. The student is given an opportunity to finish the work. Ten points per day will be deducted from the final grade for late work. 
Book Orders
Book Orders will be sent home about once a month.  Included in the orders will be information about the “Teacher Pick.”  This is a book that the teacher recommends for the whole class to read and study.  The cost of the “Teacher Pick” is usually $0.95-$1.95.  your child’s name is put in their book and the book is sent home when the class has completed that project.  This is a great way to add to your child’s home library.  Remember, student book orders earn points that are used to buy books for your children to read in the classroom.  Thank you for your support.
Accelerated Reader

This is commonly known as AR at school.  This program is introduced in Second Grade.  Students will be tested on the AR Stars reading test to determine his/her current reading level.  From that information, points and goals are set for the student.  This is done each quarter and the students who achieve their goals earn a reward.  This is an important reading tool in fifth grade.  Your child will be bringing their AR books home to read to/and with you.  Please take a few minutes each day to watch and listen to your child read.  You’ll like the results.  AR books must come back to school each day.  Students will need their AR books at school to read during AR reading time.  Students will test out on each book before being allowed to begin a new book.  I really appreciate your help in encouraging your child to read their selection at home and then see it gets put in their backpack for the following day.  This is the student’s responsibility but your encouragement will make it a success.  I will send all the information concerning reading levels and goals as soon as they are available.
AdoptaPlatoon

Last year, my Reading and Homeroom students prepared 28 boxes to Afghanistan. AAP provides an opportunity for Americans to reach out and touch an American Service Members’ heart! This was a great project to let them know that they are in our thoughts and we are here for support. This year, your child will be partnered up with another student to send a weekly letter to Afghanistan. We will also participate in campaign support over the Christmas holiday. If you would like more information on AdoptaPlatoon please visit www.adoptaplatoon.org.
Bulldog Bucks

Bulldog Bucks come in denominations of 1, 5, 10, 20, and 100 dollar bills. You will receive these for good behavior, no marks on your behavior chart, helping fellow classmates and underclassmen, respectful behavior, etc. You will get Bulldog Bucks taken away for marks on your behavior chart, bullying, disrespect to other students/adults, etc. At the end of every quarter, we will have a class auction for the students to spend their money. The students may bring 3 items from home (with parent permission) to sell at the auction. These items can be new or gently used. I will send a note home later with examples of auction items. 
I am looking forward to meeting with you and discussing your child’s adjustment during conferences times after the first nine weeks.

Thank you for your cooperation, but most importantly for sharing your precious child with me.

Sincerely,

Stacey Watts

PURPLE (DAY ONE)
8:00 


Tardy Bell

8:15-9:00 

Language

9:00-10:00

Math

10:00-10:30

Standards
10:30-11:00

Music
11:00-11:45

Lunch/Recess

11:45-12:00

Drink/Restroom

12:00-2:00

Spelling/Reading

2:00-2:10


Recess

2:10-3:00


Social Studies/Science

3:00-3:25


Band/Study Hall
GOLD (DAY TWO)
8:00 


Tardy Bell

8:15-9:00 

Language

9:00-9:30


Tech
9:30-10:00

PE
10:00-11:00

Math
11:00-11:45

Lunch/Recess

11:45-12:00

Drink/Restroom

12:00-2:00

Spelling/Reading

2:00-2:10


Recess

2:10-3:00


Social Studies/Science

3:00-3:25


Band/Study Hall
Please sign this sheet and return it to Mrs. Watts on Friday.

I have read the Fifth Grade Packet and understand the expectations of Mrs. Watts Fifth Grade Classroom.

___________________________ Parent Signature

___________________________ Student Signature

___________________________ Date

